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INFO OCT-OI EUR-I2 ISO-00 CIAE-00 INR-IO NSAE-00 
INRE-00 MCE-00 L-03 SS-I5 SSO-00 SP-02 NSCE-00 
PM-05 10-13 OPR-02 /073 W 

089659 231637Z/50 

O231550ZMAY78 

FM AMEMBASSY KINSHASA 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC NIACT IMMEDIATE 9938 

SECDEE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 

AMEMBASSY PARIS IMMEDIATE 

AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS IMMEDIATE 

SECRET KINSHASA 5263 

E.O. 11652: GDS-86 

SUBJECT: SHABA ATTACK-EXTENT OF U.S. SUPPORT FOR FRENCH OPERATION 

REE: A) STATE 127772 B) STATE 128840 C) PARIS 16197 D) KINSHASA 5121 
E) KINSHASA 5164 E) KINSHASA 5203 

1 . ERENCH AND GOZ FORCES OPERATIONS IN SHABA ARE ON A 
COMPLETELY INTEGRATED BASIS. FOR EXAMPLE, IT WAS LEARNED EVENING 
OF 22 MAY THAT FRENCH OFFICERS WILL COMMAND FAZA MIRAGE AND 
HELICOPTER ASSETS. WE UNDERSTAND THAT BILATERAL GOF/GOZ 
ARRANGEMENTS CALLED FOR INTRODUCTION OF FRENCH FORCES INTO ZAIRE 
TO BE LOGISTICALLY SUPPORTED, TO THE EXTENT FEASIBLE, BY FAZ. 

LOGISTICAL PLAN ENVISIONS THE ESTABLISHMENT OF MAIN LOGISTICAL 
BASE KINSHASA WITH ADVANCE BASE AT KAMINA. 

2. THUS EAR GENERAL BABIA HAS MADE THREE REQUESTS THROUGH CHZAMISH, 

FOR FURTHER US SUPPORT: 

A. MOVEMENT OE 800 DRUMS OF POL FROM KINSHASA TO KAMINA (REF D). 

B. USE OF ONE C-141 EOR TWO TO FOUR WEEKS FOR "WHOLESALE" 

DISTRIBUTION, KINSHASA-KAMINA (REE D). 

C. CONTINUED OPERATION OF R-I4 REFUEL SYSTEM AT KAMINA 
(REE E) FOR FRENCH/FAZ USE. 

SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 KINSHA 05263 23I629Z 


3. CHZAMISH HAS EXPLAINED EXTENT OF USG COMMITMENT AT THIS 
TIME DRAWING ON REFTEL A. HE EXPLAINED FURTHER THAT PER REETEL 
B, GOF HAS INDICATED TO USG THAT NO FURTHER US ASSISTANCE FOR 
FRENCH OPERATIONS IS REQUIRED AT THIS TIME. 

4. ERENCH LIAISON OFEICER AT GOZ CHQ (LTCOL WAGNER) INEORMS US 
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HIS INSTRUCTIONS ARE TO PASS IN-COUNTRY LOGISTICAL 
REQUIREMENTS TO BABIA-NOT TO PARIS. BABIA IS UNDER IMPRESSION 
FRENCH FORCES QRE OPERATING IN ZAIRE AS PART OF FAZ; ACCORDINGLY, 
HE SAYS, REQUESTS FOR USG IN-COUNTRY ASSISTANCE SHOULD COME FROM 
GOZ. REFTEL C ON CONTRARY INDICATES THAT GEN DELAVAL IN PARIS 
WISHES REQUESTS TRANSMITTED THROUGH FRENCH COMMANDER. 

5. ZAMISH HAS EXPLAINED TO FRENCH, BELGIANS AND ZAIRIANS AT GOZ 
MILITARY HEADQUARTERS THAT USG ROLE IN OPERATION IS TO PROVIDE 
LOGISTICAL SUPPORT IN CONNECTION WITH OPERATIONS WHICH BELGIANS 
AND FRENCH UNDERTOOK TO PROTECT FOREIGN NATIONALS IN AREA OF 
KOLWEZI AND SHABA. THEREFORE ANY GOZ REQUESTS IN CONNECTION WITH 
PRESENT OPERATION (BEYOND FMS) SHOULD BE CHANNELED THROUGH 
FRENCH AND BELGIANS. WE ARE STILL AWAITING ANY SUCH SPECIFIC 
REQUESTS FROM FRENCH AND BELGIAN GOVERNMENTS. 

6. COMMENT: WHILE FRENCH AND ZAIRIAN MILITARY ARE WORKING 

OUT THEIR OWN COMMAND RELATIONSHIP, AND NOW DEPARTURE DATE FOR 
FRENCH HAS BEEN MENTIONED, BRUSSELS 09552 HAS INFORMED US 
THAT ONE BELGIAN BATTALION NOW PLANS TO STAY IN SHABA IN- 
DEFINITELY. GIVEN SERIOUS POTENTIAL FOR FURTHER DETERIORATION 
OF SECURITY SITUATION IN SHABA, EMBASSY WELCOMES BELGIAN DECISION 
TO STAY AND SEES TEMPORARY PRESENCE OF BELGIAN AND FRENCH FORCES 
AS POSSIBLE SHORT-TERM SOLUTION TO PROBLEM OF PROTECTING AND 
REASSURING FOREIGN POPULATION, WHICH IS OF COURSE KEY TO SHABAN 
ECONOMY. 
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7. IN REF D, I RAISED QUESTIONS CONCERNING THE ADVISABILITY OF 
OUR SUPPORTING FRENCH IF THEY DECIDED TO PROLONG THEIR STAY IN 
ZAIRE BEYOND A MERE RESCUE OPERATION. NOW THAT BELGIANS HAVE 
DECIDED TO EXTEND THEIR STAY HERE, WE MUST POSE SIMILAR 
QUESTIONS CONCERNING ANY CONTINUED US SUPPORT FOR GOB EFFORT. 
EMBASSY ASSUMES THAT USG CONSULTATIONS WITH FRENCH AND BELGIAN 
GOVERNMENTS ARE UNDERWAY ON THIS SUBJECT. WHILE CONSULTATIONS 
PROCEED HOWEVER, EMBASSY RECOMMENDS THAT REFUELING INSTALLATION 
AND SATCOM PLUS NCESSARY SUPPORT PERSONNEL BE LEFT AT KAMINA FOR 
SHORT ADDITIONAL TIME, AT LEAST UNTIL PICTURE BECOMES CLEARER. 

TO REMOVE THEM MAY 23 AS EARLIER SCHEDULED WOULD CRIPPLE ONGOING 
OPERATIONS. USCINCEUR 231 125Z INDICATES THAT BELGIAN MOD HAS 
REQUESTED DELAY IN THEIR REMOVAL AND WE ANTICIPATE REQUEST AS 
WELL FROM FRENCH (PARA 3, REF E). MOREOVER, HASTY REMOVAL OF THAT 
SYSTEM IS SURE TO BE INTERPRETED BY GOZ AS LACK OF CONCERN ON 
PART OF USG FOR SITUATION WHICH IS STILL EXTEMELY DELICATE. 

8. THE PROTECTION OF FOREIGN NATIONALS IN SHABA REMAINS A VALID 
PURPOSE FOR THE FRENCH AND BELGIAN OPERATIONS. WHILE AT THIS 
STAGE I REMAIN EXTREMELY WARY OF COMMITTING USG TO ANY LONG- 
TERM INVOLVEMENT WITH OUR EUROPEAN AT T , IPS IN THIS OPERATION, WE 
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SHOULD AT LEAST ALLOW THEM TIME TO REASSURE THEIR ERIGHTENED 
NATIONALS SO WE CAN SEE WHERE WE STAND. WITH THIS IN MIND, 

I RECOMMEND THAT THE SCHEDULED MAY 23 WITHDRAWAL OE THE REFUELING 
CAPABILITY (AND POSSIBLY SATCOM) AT KAMINA BE DELAYED AT 
LEAST UNTIL MAY 26. BELIEVE WE SHOULD ACT ON OTHER TWO REQUESTS 
IN PARA 3 ABOVE ONLY WHEN AND IE SPECIFICALLY REQUESTED TO DO SO 
BY BELGIAN AND/OR FRENCH GOVERNMENTS. 

CUTLER 
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